THE  EXECUTION 

OF  THE^ 

Rev,  Pete  Vine 

eing  an  impartial  account  of  the  Life,  Charadcr. 
Behaviour,  and  laft  Dying  Words  of  the  Rer. 
ft^W  Vine,  V4car  of  HcartTand,  who  was  Execu- 
ted  at  Heairy  TF(3e  Galloway  in  the  (Purity  o£. 
Devori,  OH  Monday  Augaft  8thy  for  a  Rapevandlf 
iMufsler^  the  firft,  CQinini|ted  on  the  Body  of  2f i 
Ghild  Eievea  Years  of  age,  l)elongiQg  to:  Mi-«.  j 
Dark,  in  the  aforefaid  county,  and  ihe  Secohd^^ 
qn  the  Body  of  Roger  Alhtonj  who  went  to  ap- 
prehend himi  after  be  had  com^mitted  the  Fadt  ;  . 
with  the  remarkable  Speech  hemade  to  the  Po- 
pdiace,  at  the  Place  of  Execution.  Together  with 
t  Prayer  he  <inade  ufe  of^  .while .  under  Semeace 
of  Death.    Tm  which  is  alfo  added  a  Copy  of. 
V^rfes. 


OF  TME  J 

^  Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Vine,  j 

IT  muft  certainly  have  a  distWal  Ihc^W^iift 
Ghriftians  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Clergy,  wheft 
they  heard  of  the  inhuman  anions  of  the  Rev.  M? 
Peter  Vine,  a  Gentleman  who  once  wairefee^^dl: 
by  every  body  for  his  feemiiig  good  behaVibuir'b6t!i 
toIGod  and  man,  he  was  greatly  refpc6led  by^tH« 
Gentry^^  who  was  very  defirous  of  his  ihf!ru2li6ft 
in  their  family,  and  more  efpecially  by  the  rtiothtil 
of  the  unhappy  child,  Mrs.  Dark,  who  was 
defirous  of  his  company,  that  he  rriight  inflru^  hgr 
Daughter,  (who  was  about  eleven  ytsars  of  Age'i) 
in  the  principles  of  Religion. 

He  who  was  fent  to  be  a  me^^enge^  over  a  flock, 
to  guard  and  preferve  them  from  the  devouring 
Beaft,  fhould  caft  off  that  Heavenly  garment,  and 
clothe  himfelf  w:ith  the:  habit  of  ar  wofe  ;  One  who 
was  defign'd  to  inftruQ:  and  convert  Sfijners  fo  re- 
pentance, ftiould  defert  fiis  Heavenly  Mafter,  who 
Ihed  his  own  precious^  Blood  for:  joft  Souls,  and  lift 
himielf  into  the  Devil's  'Regiment. 

I  lay  howi  dreadful  then  is  the  oafc  of  this  man, 
who  at  the  diy  of  judgment  can  find  lioone  to  plead 
for  him  j  eye^  his  new  Mafter,  in  whom  he  on^c 
put  fuch  confidence  in,  will  then  le^ve  him  :  I  hope 
the  following  Relation,  which  is  certainly  tru^ 
may  be  a  means  %<$  reclaim  tb^  moft  hard4?«d  Shi«  j 


i  .3 

^nip,,  was  Vicar  of  Hcartlaiid  in  th^  cbunty  of 
y6n,j3ind  went  frequently  to.  Mrs.  Dark's  who  al- 
ways deftr'd  his  company,  that  he  might  inftrud 
her  Daughter,  which  hefeemingly  did  to  all  but- 
.'jy.ard  appearance. 

There  wasa  pleafant  Garden  belonging  to  the 
houfe  in  the  which  they  walked  together  ;  and  one 
day  the  gea  tie  woman  leaving  the  child,  and  the 
wolfe  in  iheep's  cloathing  by  themfeives,  he  being 
prompt  by  the  inftigatlon  of  the  devil,  he  ravifhed 
the  infant,  at  which  time  the  child  fcreaming  out, 
he  made  hi5  efcape  over  the  garden  wall.  The  mo^ 
ther  of  the  child  coming  up,  faw  her  daughter  in  a 
..Jiorrid  ftate,  and  in  a  terrible  fit  ;  the  fight  of  which 
ftruck  her  with  fuch  a  furprize,  that  (he  fwooned 
away,  and  lay  till  one  of  hor  fervants  came  to  know 
what  occafioned  her  ftay.  As  foon  as  fhe  came  to 
herfelf.  (he  fent  in  fearch  of  him,  but  he  couid  not 
be  found.  The  mother  fell  fick  with  grief,  and  the 
ipfant  lay  indispofed  tor  fome  time,  as  foon  as  the 
gentlewoman  was  recovered,  fhe  promifed  a  reward 
of  Twenty  Guineas  for  any  one  who  Ihould  find 
him  out,  fo  that  he  might  ^  be  apprehended  and 
brought  tojuftice. 

He  abfconded  from  his  habitation  near  3  months 
and  notvvithftanding  he  was  acquaiutedj  with  the 
reward  that  was  affered  for  his  being  fecuPd;  he 
j^ventur'd  horne  on  ^^n4ay  the  17th  of  April, -and 
'  bad  the  undaunted  alurance  to  fweaf  by      d  ^hat 
he  would  !  i(i)Qat  the  fi^  wBio^liould^  attempt 

.tp  take/him  :  The  neiglibburhopd  being  info^^m'i 
^  of  his  eoming  homc;  fent  'word  (6  Mw.  Dtr^,'^^ 
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%eY  k  Warrant  to  apprelieAd  hiin/an^ 

^ie  to  him  ftiV  gave  it,  took  one  Roger  AQu6n  and 

;i^Uliam  Blake, to  affift  hiixj.  :^ 

When  they  came  to  the  houfe  they  found  they 
^CQuld  have„  no  ad  mi t tance  with^out  violence,  and 
^witli  much  diflgculty.act  h  entered  the  houfe, 
^and'tlien  was  obliged  at  Jaft  to  break  opeh  feveral 
Locks  before  they  came  to  .the  room  where  he, was 
fthc  firit  thatenter'd  ic  was  koger  Afhtori,  who  fee- 
ing tbc  Jprifwer  with  a  piftol  in  Jiis  hand  made  up 
^K)  hM^  but  before;  h  at  him,  Vine 

4is&^rg'ci  it>  and  fhbt  hiraf  dead  on  tHe'^otv  Then 
.  th^  oiher  two  fccurM  him,  and  biin^C2trried  before 
Juftics  Saltern  hfe  was  under  examin^^^^     t^o  hours 
,  -  i^lii  juflice  firfi:  infer  mcd  him,  of  the  abomina- 
^,ble  cr|ip,e  laid  to  his  charge,  and  iaid  with  a  ieem- 
Ing  tendernefs  that  there  had  been  a  too  fulficient 
.  .prpof  of  his  being  guiUy,  he  could  not  ^believe  it, 
for -fays  be,  the  fad  condition  of  the  infant  and" your 
V  flying  ironvjufllce,  thoroughly  confirms yoiir  guilt 
f  J^e  appeared  very  uridauhted,  and  ftroriglj  dehie ' 
'  the  fa^i  Jji.^^^^     his  charge  of  the  Rape  4  before  h' 
committimus  was  finifhed  his  uged 'Father  came 
who  accofted  him  in  the  following  .manner,  witl 
what  a  load  of  grief  have  I  i^t  laft  arrived  at,  to  f< 
this  dreajjful  fight  of  jnfamy,  and  you  which  cm 
my  v^ry  foul  tp       ihould  be  the  fole  occalion 
it.  O  !  that  I Ti^d  died  in  my  mother's  womb,  th 
I  could  not  h^ve  feen  tb.e  Tea  of  forrdw ;  you  in  ^hoi 
lay  all  niy^^df light  ?ind  pleafdre  9 f  this  life,  no 
f  roT^I  i|3^c  4e%oy^^  ^^^^^^     Hwng  repeatM 

Hq  w«s  fcut  fcemt  and  put  te  bed  where  ke  J&jr  t< 


. .  On  ManiA^  i}^  ^ffhc 
Guild-Hail  for^theCity  of  Exeter,  for  thi^  afbre^^ 

;R ape  and  Murder^  and  found  Guilty,  but  didSmot 
feem  Idaunted  in  the  leaft  whilft  under  Sentence  of 
Death,  was  pronouneing  againft  himvand  faid  he 
did  not  fear  dying,  for  that  he  was  entirely  inno- 
cent of  the  Rape,  and  as  for  the  murder  he  ftdod 
in  his  owri  defence. 

On  Thursday  the  Warrant  for  his  Execution 
came  down  to  him  for  hi^  Execuiion  on  the  M 
day  following,  which  he  did  not  feem  to  mindi^but 
hoped  as  he  was  innocent  to  have  forgivenefs  from 
A  lmighty  God,  who  was  able  to  reward  him,  for 
all  his  luffi^ings  on  Earth. 

tie  Was  - near  35  years  of  age,  born  of  hdneft  re* 
piitabk  parents,  he  was  fon  of  Mr.  John  Vine,of 

yHifartland  in  the  county  of  Devon,  who  fpared  no 

'  coft  to  iaccomplifh  him  in  the  practice  of  Divinity, 
and  as  foon  as  he  was  put  in  Orders,  he  was. ma^de 
Vicar  of  Heartland.  His  Father  doated  on  him, 
arid  thought  himfelf  to  be: one  of  t her happie ft,  Pa- 
rents; in  the  whole  Univerfe.  His  behavio^^r;  was 
f^Bsirij^ly  good  while  under  fentenc%  ^.n^  '^s  of- 

"Hiefti  heard  to  fay  theifoilowing  Pr^iyer. 

F  RjrE  Mr 

OGod  who  hath  no  given  Laws  to  be  Traps  ^trtdfioates  not 
on  purpose  that  tbey  may  be  broK.e,  and  poor  n^prtals  be 
'  brought  under  the  Lash  ot  the  Law  ^nd  be  *entenced  to  dam- 
..  nation,  hear  me  O  Lord  and  h^ve  rtiercy'upon  mc,  for  I  have 
' '  sinned'aga'inst  theey  l  heariily  pra:y  and  beseech  tt>^,  in  the 
"  bowels  of  thy  mercy  tp  look  fJown  from  Heaven  upon  me  thy 
j;  poor  servant,  wjiom  thou  hast  chose  a  Shepherd  to'Watch  ihr 
i  ■  Fjock  and  whose  sin«  be  inffiiite  atid  inrimnerable,  most  he- 
■  '  Wiodsiind  insupportable,  but  as  th«y  be  gfieyipu3  withoutnuna 
^  bir  80  !8  thy  Meffcy  »ner«  abundant  and  witk©^t  Btid  Turn 
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Bot      Face  away  kom  me  that.Kes  pr(>s|r|i|^,Jwtieiitii^^^ 

his  sinfiil  Life  before  thy  J^|Ie^cy  gate  j  wKigh  thou  ^dost  ope  a  , 
wide  to  those  that  do  l^rm^ht  their  sins  ;  O  shut  it  t^ot  against  i 

'  tne  LordV  v^Mien  P  depart  'this  sinful  Worl^  :  but  let  rae  ejiter 

:bf:sind  call  me  not  \o    strict  account  how  I  .have  Jivect  Jiere, 

^  Thy  Mercy  is  above  ?11  thy  Works  ;  more  able  to  save  than  my 
sins  to  condemrr.    Therefore,  O  sweet  Savioirr.  for  thy  4)itt^r 

^  Death  arKi  passion  and  for  the  G^ory  of  thy  N^psa^  bp  merci- 
ful unto  me.  and  forgive  me  all  ray  Sins,  I  heartily  repent, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  remain  with  me  now  and  for  evct* 
more    AMEN.        '  ■  .  , 

He  was  fo  well  refpe6ied  among  hife  Pariihojneri 
that  he  was  invited  to  dinner  at  one  houfe  of  othci 
almoft  every  Day.  All  good  Chiftians  that  knev^ 
him,  thought  it  was  an  honour  to  bcL  ia,;  his  CQm- 
pany,  his  converfation  was  fq  gaod^  iTl4  e^r^ainly 
he  bore  afine  ch^xatler  befoiie  cotti^Ttittiiig  of  the 
rape  and  murder.  Whilft  undet  Sentfente  he  wo^^^^^^ 
not  fufFer  any  Clergyman  to  come  njgh  Mm  faying 
if  the  learning  and  Education,  which  I  rejceceivec 
from  my  tender  indulgent  Father  is  not  fuf&cient 
I  ought  not  to  receive  no  Merciy.rikasiDtftej  hmA^ 
of  my  offended  God-  '  >  ^  r    '  :  ' 

AT  THE  PLACE  OF  EXECUTION. 
The  Morning  of  his  Execution^  he  behaved  with 

.  a  becoming  decency,  and  after  receiviiig  the  Bles- 
sed Sacrament,  he  walked  to  the  fatal  Trey^i^^  a 
black  fuit  of  mourning  attended  by  the  SherifFj 
Officers,  and  a  numerous  Crowd  of  fpeflatort,  and^l 
as  foon  as  he  mounted  the  Ladder,  he  fpoke^ia  the 
following  manner. 

Loving  People, 
ir  SEE  here  are  niimbers  of  yoa,airembIed  to  fee 
ine  depart  this  fmful  Life,  iisx  ihame^  and  as  1 

^ajmadyingParfon,  no  doubt  but  you  expert  to  hear 
Cotnething  of  the  Fad  for  which  J  fuffer,.  e 

Jmm  me  who  was  fent  as  z  Meffeng^sr  ?rom .God J 
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m  iaftrud  his  people,  and  not  im  learn  them  more 
Wickednefs,  by  breaking  into  evil  paths,  and  fol- 
lowing  not  his  righteous  ways, 

I  fay  as  thereis  ajuft  Cod,  who  fitteth  on  the 
Judgment  feat  of  Heaven,  before  whom  I  mail 
preiehtly  appear  co  anfvver  ^or  ajl  my  fins,  that  I 
am  not  guilty  of  the  Rape  which  I  am  charged 
with  committing  on  the  body  of  Mrs,  Dark*s  Child 
I  Own  1  committed  the  murder  on  the  body  of  Ro- 
ger A  ill  ton,  but  that  I  flood  In  my  own  defence, 
therefore  1  think  1  have  the  lefs  fm  to  anfwer  for, 
bgcaufe  he  never  told  me  his  bufinefs  when  he  came 
to  take  me,  and  I  being  in  fear  of  being  robbMy 
discharged  the  piftol  which  fhot  him  dead  on  the 
fpot. 

^  As  for  my  abfconding^  it  v/as  on  account  of  my 
father's  ill  flate  of  health,  on  whofe  Death  there 
was  an  hundred  pounds  depending,  and  who  is  dead 
fince  with  grief  foi  this  unhappy  affair*  I  pray 
God  be  with  you  all,  and  beg  of  you  all  to  pray 
for  my  departing  foul,  and  defire  you  to  fhun  ali 
treacherous  per&ms  company.  In  doing  which ^ 
you  will  do  good  both  to  God  and  yourfelves. 

after  reading  prayers,  and  finging  a  Pfalm  he 
was  turned  off' the  Ladder>  crying,  the  Lord  Jelus 
receive  my  Spirit. 


F  I  N  I 


A  Copy  of  Verses^ 

YOU.tender  Cbri/liai^^^^ 
Stop  a  few  moments  and lifteh  urttb  me,  (grc^ 
A  jhpckjng  u    you^ow  shall  hea^^^^^ 
Will'furely  draw  fbrt^  tear^ 
In. Heartland  town  its  knovvn iull  weU^ 
The  key.  Peter ,  Vine  he  there  di^I  d^^ellp 
Miliift  er  of  tha^t  Parifh  Church,  w?is  hp, 
R^fpeded  by  all  of  high  and  Ipv/  degree. 
A.  widow  lady  in  this  fame  town  did  dw^U, 
Had  a  daughter  eleven  years  old  ihe  loved  full  well 
To  this  Minifterfhefent  without  delay. 
To  have  lier  brought  up  in  virtuous  ways. 

Surely  the  devil  muft  him  Poflefs, 
For  to  commit  fuch  wickednefs, 
On  her  he  did  commit  a  rape, 
And  le^t  her  in  a  fliocking  ftate. 

A  reward  was  offered  then  with  fpeed. 
They  went  to  apprehend  him  for  this  d©ed. 
Soon  as  the  room  they  entered. 
He  quickly  fhot  one  of  them  dead. 

When  at  the  Bar  he  did  appear. 
The  Court  with  horror  was  filled  we  hear. 
To  fee  a  man  in  holy  degrees. 
Found  Guilty  of  fuch  crimes  as  thefe. 
Now  he's  Executed  for  the  f;^me. 
Great  numbers  went  to  fee  him  die  in  fliaaic, 
By  this  Minifter's  fate  be  warn'd  I  pray, 
Never  let  your  paflion*s  lead  you  aftr^y, 
J-  Pitts,  Primer. 


